
South Lakeland District Council 

Delegated Executive Decisions 

Date of Proposed Decision:  Friday, 12 October 2018 

Community Project Funding (LIP): Broadband for 
the Mint & Sprint 

 

Portfolio:   Housing, People and Innovation Portfolio Holder 

Decision Maker: Director People and Places 

Report Author: Simon Blyth – Principal Partnerships and Communities Officer 

Wards:  Kendal Rural; 

Forward Plan: N/A 

 

1.0 Expected Outcome 

1.1 The allocation of funding to Locally Important Projects (LIPs) supports the delivery of 
appropriate infrastructure works which address priorities identified in local 
communities. This application for funding will deliver hyper-fast, fibre-to-the-premises 
internet to the residents, business premises, schools and community facilities within 
the eight parishes that make up the B4MS project. 

 

2.0 Proposed Decision 

2.1 It is proposed that the Director of People and Places:- 

 (1) Approve the award of the grant outlined in 3.8 

 (2) Authorise officers, in consultation with the Solicitor to the Council, to 
finalise terms of the funding agreement. 

3.0 Background and Proposals 

3.1 The New Homes Bonus (NHB) commenced in April 2011. It is calculated based on 
the additional Council Tax raised for new homes and properties brought back into 
use, with an additional amount of £350 for each affordable home. Cabinet 
established a protocol that NHB Funds would be apportioned: 

 40% Locally Important Projects 

 60% Supporting Affordable Housing and investment in housing matters and 
Neighbourhood Planning.  

3.2  A detailed scheme for receipt and assessment of LIPs was approved and Cabinet 
agreed that NHB bids under £50,000 should be determined by Delegated Executive 
Decision. LIPs funding can be used to support the delivery of appropriate 
infrastructure works such as additional, or extension of, social facilities and 
improvements to paths, walkways and the local environment. Projects must meet 
local community aspirations and needs, and assist the delivery of local community 
plan priorities. 



3.3  LIPs can be used to support wider provision of community infrastructure or facilities 
which help a community adapt or address needs brought about by new development.  
LIPs provide an opportunity for matching other sources of funding available to local 
communities. Organisations that are eligible to apply for funding for a Locally 
Important Project are Parish and Town Councils and Community Organisations. 
Applications in each case are assessed and scored against a series of criteria but 
principally they must address community infrastructure needs and provide good 
value for money and deliverability.  

3.4  The first round of bids was approved in September 2013 with subsequent rounds 
being completed in July 2014, April 2015, March 2016 and March 2017.  A sixth 
round of bids opened in December 2017 and 37 applications were received before 
the deadline of 22 January 2018.   

3.5 The application for funding from Broadband from a community group on behalf of the 
Mint & Sprint (B4MS) project was received outside the formal LIPs funding 
application period. This bid was considered out of LIP timescales due to the specific 
project timescales and the opportunity to provide early impetus to the project which is 
of high importance to the 9 parishes in the Mint/ Sprint area in terms of boosting the 
rural economy and social connectivity. The project will deliver hyper-fast, fibre-to-the-
premises internet to the residents, business premises, schools and community 
facilities within the eight parishes that make up the B4MS project. The project will be 
delivered in conjunction with Broadband for the Rural North (B4RN) and connections 
will be available to all who want one. Churches and places of worship receive both a 
free connection and a free monthly service and Schools will benefit from a faster, 
more reliable service, with better access to a broader range of educational materials 
in a variety of formats, which can be used to enhance the school curriculum.  

3.6 The rationale for awarding grants includes, but is not limited to, high overall scores, 
value to the community and links to Council Plan priorities, and a high level of match 
funding and partner buy-in. The grant award will be subject to any requests for 
clarification and relevant criteria being satisfied, and the signing of a funding 
agreement. 

3.7 The bid was scored against and meets the agreed criteria and the recommendation 
is to award an amount of £10,000. The original bid was for £20,000. 

 
 

4.0 Consultation 

4.1 Applications were sought for LIPs funding by promoting the fund through emails to 
Councillors and Parish and Town Councils, Local Area Partnerships, the Council 
Website and the Council newsletter. The applicants were required to provide 
information on how their project reflected community priorities as established through 
a community plan or local survey.  

5.0 Alternative Options 

5.1 The recommendations for allocating the Locally Important Projects funds have been 
based on an approved objective assessment process.  

6.0 LINKS TO COUNCIL PRIORITIES 

6.1 Council Plan Housing Priority: ‘We will continue to use our resources (e.g. New 
Homes Bonus and Second Homes Fund) and assess how they are best applied to 
different delivery models, to help build affordable housing and to support locally 
important projects’.  

The provision of a hyper-fast broadband network will increase the attractiveness of 
South Lakeland as a place to live and work, benefit the economic sustainability of 
communities by supporting local business growth and development and by attracting 



and retaining a local workforce. It will contribute to a reduction in carbon footprints as 
well as an improved work-life balance and improve access to information and 
services such as, healthcare, prescription and library services. 

7.0 Implications 

Financial, Resources and Procurement 

7.1 There are no additional financial implications as the recommended funding award will 
be covered by the existing LIPs budget. 

Funding for revenue schemes from the New Homes Bonus for 2018/19 (40%) was 
£345,800. All Members have been allocated £1,000 for projects in their Wards in 
2018/19. The £51,000 required to fund this has been allocated from the 40% revenue 
funds. In addition, as part of the 18/19 budget, it was approved that £42K for Kendal 
Castle be funded from the NHB receipt (also approved that £35k for the Burton in 
Kendal heritage project be used for 19/20). This means £252,800 was available for 
allocation to LIPs from the 2018/19 NHB grant. £10,000 was awarded to Holme 
Parish Council, but withdrawn as the project did not meet the necessary criteria. We 
therefore have £43,617 currently unallocated. 

Human Resources 

7.2 N/A 

Legal 

7.3 When entering into funding arrangements such as these, it is necessary to consider 
whether State Aid rules apply. There are five key tests that must be taken into 
account when considering this issue. They are as follows:- 

 Is the funding from State resources? 

 Is a selective competitive advantage given to the recipient? 

 Is the recipient an economic undertaking? 

 Does the aid distort, or have the potential to distort, competition? 

 Does the aid affect, or have the potential to affect, trade between Member 
States of the EU? 

7.4 The grant agreements and offer letters will then need to be drafted so as to comply 
with the relevant regulations. 

 
 

Health, Social, Economic and Environmental 

7.4 Have you completed a Health, Social, Economic and Environmental Impact 
Assessment? / Yes (not attached as appendix) / See 1 March 2018 DED report 
appendix. 

7.5 If you have not completed an Impact Assessment, please explain your reasons: *** 

7.6 Summary of health, social, economic and environmental impacts: *** 

Equality and Diversity 

7.7 Have you completed an Equality Impact Analysis? No.   

7.8 If you have not completed an Impact Assessment, please explain your reasons: The 
criteria for LIPs applications included an assessment that an applicant and their 
project is committed to Equality and Diversity and organisations provided copies of 
any related policies. 

7.9 Summary of equality and diversity impacts: N/A 



Risk 

Risk Consequence Controls required 

Challenge to decisions made in 
allocating New Homes Bonus to 
Locally Important Projects 

Costs and adverse 
publicity 

Clear guidelines for 
applicants provided 
consistently and 
objectively used in the 
applications assessment 
process. 

Organisation unable to deliver 
projects. 

Costs and adverse 
publicity. 

Funding agreements will 
contain the necessary 
requirements and 
protections for the Council. 

Contact Officers 

Simon Blyth, Principal Partnerships and Communities Officer. Tel 01539 793262 

Background Documents Available 

 Application for funding form 

 Scoring form 

Tracking Information 

Signed off by Date sent 

Legal Services 26/09/18 

Section 151 Officer 26/09/18 

Monitoring Officer 26/09/18 

SMT 26/09/18 

 

Circulated to Date sent 

Assistant Director 26/09/18 

Human Resources Manager 26/09/18 

Communications Team 26/09/18 

Leader 26/09/18 

Committee Chairman N/A 

Portfolio Holder 26/09/18 

Ward Councillor(s) 26/09/18 

Committee N/A 

Executive (Cabinet) N/A 

Council N/A 

 

Note – Report authors must consult the relevant Portfolio Holder, members of the 
Senior Management Team, the Monitoring Officer, and any other interested parties 
before a decision can be taken. If any objections are received, they must be reported 
at the meeting before the decision is taken. 

Signed by:- Title:- 

 

 

 

 

 


